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ANNUAL  REPORT 


on  the 

HEALTH  OF  THE  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

of  the 

ISLE  OF  WIGHT 
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Isle  of  Wight. 

Tel.:  Newport  2261 


To  the  Members  of  the  Isle  of  'Wight  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1962. 

The  Birth  Rate  fell  from  13.5  to  11.5 • 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  rose  from  24.3  to  32.4. 

The  Death  Rate  fell  from  15*1  to  14.2. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  fell  again  from  16.6 
to  14.4. 

Deaths  registered  totalled  257  and  of  these  heart  disease 
was  certified  as  the  cause  in  95  cases,  of  which  disease  of 
the  coronary  arteries  accounted  for  49  deaths,  38  in  males 
and  11  in  females. 

Although  mortality  from  all  forms  of  cancer  rose  from  56 
to  57  cases,  -cancer  of  the  male  lung  and  bronchus  fell  from 
13  to  8,  and  of  the  female  breast,  from  8 to  3 cases, 
respectively.  It  will,  of  course,  be  appreciated  that  these  low 
figures  are  of  but  little  statistical  significance. 

One  death  from  pulmona^  tuberculosis  occurred  in  an  aged 
person.  Deaths  from  leukaemia  rose  from  1 to  4,  the  whole 
increase  in  respect  of  females. 

A motor  vehicle  accident  again  accounted  for  one  male 
death.  Accidental  deaths  from  other  causes  rose  from  2 to  3 
cases . 


Two  deaths  from  suicide  were  recorded. 

Fourteen  cases  of  measles  and  eight  cases  of  whooping 
cough  were  notified.  There  were  no  notifications  of  food 
poisoning. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  disease  notifications  (28) 
is,  without  doubt,  the  lowest  on  record  for  any  one  year  in  the 
District . 

The  preventive  measures  against  poliomyelitis  appear  to  be 
very  successful  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  degree  of  protection 
will  continue  to  be  maintained  when  the  terror  of  the  disease 
has  long  since  passed. 
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PREVENTIVE  INOCULATION:  A CITIZEN'S  DUTY 


There  are  many  diseases  from  which  man  may  suffer,  the 
causes  of  which  are  unknown,  or  if  known,  not  preventable. 

It  is,  therefore,  of  paramount  importance  to  take  the 
maximum  advantage  we  can  of  the  painless  and  valuable 
preventive  measures  that  are  open  to  us, 

we  may  not  be  far  from  the  truth  if  we  say  that  preventive 
inoculation  from  certain  of  the  major  killing  diseases  is  too 
easily  and  too  cheaply  obtained  to  be  accepted  at  their  true 
worth. 

Nobody  in  this  country  or  for  that  matter  in  the  world 
need  have  smallpox.  Free  smallpox  vaccination  is  available 
from  infancy  and  those  who  do  not  take  advantage  of  the  offer 
are  indulging  in  a reckless  act  of  neglect  which  can,  and 
indeed  in  recent  years  has,  brought  death  and  disfiguration 
to  those  nearest  and  dearest  to  them. 

It  is  a matter  of  commonsense  to  be  vaccinated  against 
smallpox  and  indeed  not  vaccinated  Just  once  in  a lifetime 
but  have  the  procedure  repeated  from  time  to  time,  to  gain 
the  full  benefit  of  this  important  immunity. 

As  things  are  at  the  moment,  there  is  a disturbing  tendency 
to  let  one's  protection  slide.  Then  when  a case  of  smallpox 
steps  through  the  faiily  strong  port  barrier,  panic  vaccinations 
are  sought  and  crises  to  meet  the  sudden  overwhelming  demand 
create  a situation  which  need  never  arise. 

It  is  obviously  a matter  of  duty  to  oneself,  one's  family 
and  the  community  in  which  we  live  to  protect  ourselves 
as  completely  as  possible  against  all  the  diseases  in  which 
medical  research  has  made  protection  possible. 

Do  not  let  successful  expensive  medical  research  be  cast 
aside  and  ignored. 

SHOEING 

As  I have  said  so  many  times  it  seems  hopeless  to  engage 
in  a battle  against  cigarette  smoking  with  the  minute  funds 
available  when  all  the  might  of  the  mass  media  is  used  against 
you  at  enormous  expense  by  the  cigarette  manufacturers. 

Death  in  the  dim  distance  is  a prospect  which  has  little 
fear  for  the  young  smoker. 

The  admired  adults  smoke,  (They  wouldn't  be  so  stupid  to 
smoke  if  it  was  dangerous.  it's  Just  another  stunt). 

"Look  at  the  illogical  rules  - smoking  in  theatres  is 
banned  but  not  smoking  in  the  pictures." 

"Anyway  more  people  die  from  the  effects  of  drinking  than 
of  smoking,  and  they  don't  say  a word  about  that." 

"Why  pick  on  cigarettes,  they  ought  to  do  something  about 
cleaning  the  air  we  breathe  as  a start." 

"What  about  the  diesel  and  petrol  fumes  in  the  towns  and 
even  in  the  country  at  the  week-end?" 

"They  spray  tar  on  the  roads  by  the  ton  and  tar  causes 
cancer. " 
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"Lots  of  people  die  from  lung  cancer  who  have  never  had 
a cigarette  in  their  lives." 

MILK  BORNE  DISEASES 

Brucella  Abortus  still  is  reported  from  time  to  time  when 
milk  samples  are  examined  for  evidence  of  tuberculosis.  As 
I have  mentioned  on  many  occasions,  this  organism  is  the  cause 
of  a certain  degree  of  ill-defined  sickness  in  the  Island. 

When  one  buys  milk  for  human  consumption  one  is  entitled  to 
a clean  product  free  from  disease  germs.  But  infected  milk 
is  still  sold  today.  Milk  free  from  tuberculosis  is  looked 
upon  as  safe  milk.  But  is  it?  It  can  and  often  does 
contain  the  germs  of  many  other  diseases.  If  brucella 
infection  is  eradicated  by  calf  vaccination,  and  this  goal 
seems  very  far  ahead,  milk  can  still  convey  other  disease 
germs  such  as  Q,  fever,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  etc.,  which 
can  gain  access  to  and  be  spread  by  raw  milk,  a food  consumed 
by  practically  every  young  person.  The  safest  milk  is 
pasteurised  from  a tubercle  free  herd. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


Existing  means  of  refuse  disposal  call  for  a review  of 
the  position.  One  of  the  difficulties  is  the  sparseness 
of  available  covering  materials  so  that  nuisances  arise  from 
fire,  flies  and  rats. 

We  know  that  the  best  method  of  refuse  disposal  is  by 
means  of  incineration  but  there  are  many  problems  to  be  solved 
from  a financial  pointof  view  if  a central  incinerator  to 
serve  the  whole  Island  is  ever  to  become  a practical  solution. 

PROBLEM  FAMILIES 


There  are  always  some  families  in  the  District  who  find 
various  degrees  of  difficulty  in  managing  their  affairs  and 
caring  properly  for  their  children.  To  these  families 
intensive  support  is  given  in  a variety  of  ways,  often  extending 
over  long  periods  of  time,  by  people  with  special  experience 
and  understanding  of  the  family.  They  are  taught  hoiv  to  make 
use  of  their  own  resources  and  any  money  or  gifts  in  kind  which 
are  offered  to  them. 

This  work,  while  difficult  and  frustrating,  is  of  prime 
importance.  I have  to  acknowledge  the  help,  patience  and 
understanding  provided  by  the  Housing  Committee  and  the 
Housing  Manager,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  the  Special 
Health  Visitor  of  the  County  Council,  the  Inspector  of  the 
National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 
and  the  officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board  among  others. 

TENTS 


The  popularity  of  the  Rural  District  as  a holiday  area 
increases  year  by  year.  The  number  of  fixed  holiday  camps 
is  growing  but  even  more  so  is  the  number  of  persons  taking 
their  holidays  in  caravans  and  particularly  in  tents.  The 
growth  of  camping  to  very  high  figures  and  concentrated  in 
certain  areas  presents  potential  health  hazards  when  no 
sanitary  equipment  of  a fixed  nature  with  its  own  water  supply 
is  available.  This  is  especially  the  case  when  large  numbers 
of  campers  use  the  sane  fields  in  rapid  succession. 
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VANDALISM 


It  is  a natter  of  great  regret  that  well  built,  well 
equipped  conveniences  provided  for  public  use,  are  subjected 
to  grave  abuse  and  ill-treatment  by  certain  irresponsible 
elements  in  the  community.  Thoughtless,  pointless, 
destruction  of  property  provided  for  the  comfort  and.  health 
of  the  public  and  at  the  public  expense,  continues  unabated. 


NOISE 


It  is  becoming  increasingly  clear  that  noise  can  play  a 
large  part  in  producing  ill-health  and  especially  mental 
ill-health.  It  is  certain  that  human  noise  thresholds  vary. 

What  is  acceptable,  or  even  pleasant  to  one  ear  can.  be 

disturbing  and  cause  varying  degrees  of  tension  in  another. 

* 

Constant  background  noises  even  of  high  intensity  can 
be  rendered  at  a level  belo w consciousness  and  in  certain 
instances  the  cessation  of  noise  or  the  onset  of  an  unexpected 
period  of  quiet  can  be  a disturbing  effect. 

Eorms  of  transport  seem  to  be  growing  noisier  from  year 
to  year  and  as  personal  mechanical  transport  is  becoming  more 
common,  the  calm  of  the  countryside  is  being  invaded  by  the 
sounds  of  the  town. 

Nothing  is  more  irritating  and  nerve  racking  to  the  sick 
ejad  even  the  healthy  aged  than  the  raucous  sounds  which  accompany 
the  users  of  mechanical  two-wheeled  vehicles,  scooters  and 
motor  cycles,  especially  when  they  are  in  the  hands  of  young 
people  who  enjoy  the  thunder  they  can  so  easily  produce  by 
the  thoughtless  up  and  down  use  of  the  throttle. 

Especially  at  night  when  sound  seems  to  travel  further 
and  seems  amplified  in  contrast  to  the  natural  stillness. 

THE  AGED 


Year  after  year  one  hears  the  true  statement  that  one  of 
the  greatest  problems  of  old  people  is  loneliness,  yet  very 
little  seems  to  be  done  about  it  especially  by  those  in  a 
special  position  to  help,  the  young.  Contact  with  young 
people  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  experiences  open  to  old 
people.  It  is  more  beneficial  than  any  medicine  and  such 
contact  can  be  the  cause  of  great  happiness  and  satisfaction 
to  the  young. 

Here  is  a gigantic  field  of  useful  work  in  which  the  young 
can,  and  I am  sure  would  be  more  than  willing  to  help  if  they 
could  be  properly  organised.  Chatting  and  reading  to  the 
aged;  shopping  for  them,  and  help  in  the  garden  are  just  a 
few  of  the  activities  which  could  enrich  the  lives  of  young 
and  old  alike. 

REMOVAL  OF  PERSONS  IN  NEED  OE  CARE  aND  ATTENTION 


It  ’was  not  necessary  to  invoke  the  powers  contained  in 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  during  the 
year. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS,  1962 


Medical  Officer  of  Health:- 

Johiv  Mills,  M.D.,  Ch.B. , M.R.C.S. (Eng.) , 
L.R.C.P. (Bond. ) , D.P.H. 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

C.V.  Smith,  M.R.S.H. , M.A.R.D.C.S. 

L.J.  Lewis,  A.R.S.H.,  M.P.H.I.A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (Registrar  General's  figures)  ...  ...  18,100 

Area  (in  acres)  58,127 

Number  of  habitable  houses  end  of  1962  ...  ...  6,800 

Rateable  Value,  as  at  1st  April,  1962  £253? 162 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (1961/62)  ...  ...  £1,018 

EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Comparative  factor  

Comparative  Birth  rate  

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  32.4 
Crude  Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Comparative  factor  

Comparative  Death  rate  ...  

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still 
births ) ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegimate  live 
births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  


• • • 
• • • 


11.5 

1.15 

13.2 


14.2. 

0.75 

10.7 

Nil 

14*4 

15.1 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

57 


BIRTHS 


The  total  number  of  live  births  was  209  of  which  199  were 
legitimate  and  10  illegitimate.  The  live  birth  rate  was  11.5 
per  1,000  living;  the  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being 
18.0. 

INFANTILE  mortality 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  was  14.4  per  1,000  registered 
live  births;  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  generally  was 
21.6. 


DEATHS 


The  total  number  of  deaths  was  257  which  gives  a death  rate 
of  14.2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  the 
death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  11.9* 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Cause 


Male  Female 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

Tuberculosis,  other  

Syphilitic  disease  

Diphtheria •••  . . . « « » . « . • • • 

Whooping  Cough  

Meningococcal  infections  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ... 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

D i ab  etes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease  

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . 

Gastritis,  enteritis' and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

Congenital  malformations  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

All  other  accidents  

ou icide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
Other  violent  causes  ...  


1 


1 

A 

8 


20 


11 

38 

3 

20 

7 


3 

2 

3 

2 

14 

4 

2 

11 

11 

3 

20 

5 


9 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 


3 

4 
1 

1 

1 


10  16 
1 

2 1 
1 1 


All  causes  148  109 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1962 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  

14 



Scarlet  Fever  

4 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

** 

- 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ... 

- 

_ 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

— 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

- 

- 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

1 

— 

12* 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . . 

— 

— 

- 

Whooping  Cough  

8 

- 

- 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis 

— 

- 

- 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

- 

- 

Acute  ) Paralytic 

— 

- 

- 

Poliomyeltiis)Non  Paralytic 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery  

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

28 

1 

12 

* This  figure  includes  certain  types  of  Pneumonia  which  are  not 

notifiable. 

(7) 


AGE  AT  DATE  OE  NOTIFICATION 


e 

1 

u 

CD 

!> 

o 

pq 

-p 

o 

i — I 

U 

cd 

O 

• ZQ 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Measles 

Who oping  Cough 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Food  Poisoning 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Dysentery 

r- 

rn 

Sh 

0 

> 

0 

P^ 

T) 

•H 

O 

A 

P4 

t>5 

-P 

cd 

U 

cd 

Ph 

Under 

1 

2 

1 

and 

under 

2 

1 

2 

and 

under 

3 

3 
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4 

1 

4 

and 
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5 

5 

and 

under 

10 

1 

— 

— 

12 

4 

10 

and 

under 

15 

1 

15 

and 

under 

25 

1 

25 

and 

under 

55 

— 

— 

— 

1 



1 

_ 

— 

— 

35 

and 

under 

45 

45 

and 

under 

65 

1 

65 

and 

over 

Totals 

4 

- 

- 

1 

1 

14 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary' 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  1 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

_ 

1 and  under  5 

— 

— 

- 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

5 and  under  10 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

10  and  under  15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

15  and  under  20 

- 

- 

— 

- 

i 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

20  and  under  25 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- i 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

23  and  under  35 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  and  under  45 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

45  and  under  55 

1 

- 

1 

— 

! 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55  and  under  65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- | 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

1 

~ “ * 

i 

j 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

3 

- 

2 

1 

i 

3* 

1 

1 

- 

1 

In  addition  to  the  new  cases  notified  within  the  District 
3 pulmonary  male  and  1 pulmonary  female  cases  transferred  from 
other  areas  during  the  year. 

*Two  of  these  patients  died  from  other  causes. 
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EAST  WIGHT 


aATER  SUPPLIES 

Public  water  supplies  over  the  whole  area  are  provided  by 
the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board  - an  Authority  which  is 
■responsible  for  supplies  to  the  whole  Island.  during  the  year 
no  complaints  were  received  by  the  Public  Health  Department  of 
the  Rural  District  Council. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


Public  conveniences  are  provided  at  Bembridge,  Brading, 

Niton  and  Godshill.  All  public  conveniences  are  small  and 
are  maintained  by  part-time  attendants. 

A privately  owned  small  convenience  at  Bane  End,  Bembridge, 
which  has  been  available  to  the  public  for  many  years,  was 
closed  by  the  owner.  By  agreement  with  the  owner,  these 
conveniences  were  opened  during  the  summer  and  the  Rural  District 
Council  undertook  maintenance. 

The  Niton  Parish  Council  requested  the  provision  of 
conveniences  at  the  Undercliff,  Niton.  There  is  a limited 
seasonal  demand  in  this  area.  Conveniences  were  being 
reconstructed  at  The  Buddie  Inn  and  arrangements  were  made  for 
these  to  be  opened  for  public  use  and  for  the  Council  to 
contribute  to  the  maintenance. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Main  sewerage  systems  are  provided  at  Apse  Heath,  Bembridge, 
Brading,  Blackgang,  Chillerton,  Godshill,  Niton  and  Whitwell. 

DISPOSAL  OE  SEWAGE 


Apse  Heath  - to  small  sewage  Purification  Works. 

Bembridge  - Since  the  new  scheme  came  into  operation  in  1959  > 
all  sewage  from  the  village  has  discharged  by  way  of  the  sea 
outfall  at  Ethel  Point.  To  avoid  discharge  on  to  the  foreshore 
at  Ethel  Point  during  certain  stages  of  the  tide  and  under 
certain  wind  conditions,  work  was  put  in  hand  to  construct  a 
holder  tank  for  the  purpose  of  retaining  sewage  during  those 
times  when  tide  flow  makes  a discharge  on  to  the  foreshore 
possible.  Construction  of  the  holder  tank  was  completed 
early  in  the  year  and  resulted  in  a considerable  reduction  of 
foreshore  pollution. 

Brading  - To  small  disposal  works  in  Wall  Lane,  Brading,  and 
effluent  discharges  into  the  river.  A scheme  has  been  prepared 
to  sewer  the  Yarbridge  area  and  it  is  anticipated  that  work  will 
start  early  in  the  New  Year. 

Blackgang  - Sewage  discharges  into  a tank  at  the  head  of  the 
Chine  from  where  it  is  pumped  to  a disposal  works  at  some 
distance  from  the  inhabited  area. 

Chillerton  - To  settlement  tanks  and  land  irrigation  system. 
This  functions  without  trouble  but  cannot  be  considered  as 
meeting  the  demands  set  by  modern  standards. 

Godshill  - To  sewage  disposal  works.  During  the  year,  fairly 
large  works  of  repair  and  maintenance  were  carried  out  at  the 
disposal  works;  this  being  the  first  major  work  carried  out 
since  the  scheme  was  constructed. 
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Niton  and  Whitwell  - To  disposal  works. 


Small  Sewage  Disposal  Plants  are  provided  for  a number  of  the 
Council's  Housing  Estates  at : - 

The  Bower,  Newchurch 
Langbridge , Newchurch 
West  View,  Chale 
South  View,  Chale  Green 
Hazely  Combe,  Arreton 
Pagham  Place,  Rookley 
St.  George's  View,  Rookley 
Merstone 

These  small  plants  are  desludged  at  intervals  of  6-9  months  and 
give  rise  to  very  little  trouble. 

Ilighwood  Lane,  Rookley: 

A system  of  drainage  serving  a few  cottages  in  Highwood  Lane, 
Rookley,  discharges  into  a settlement  tank  and  thence  by  means 
of  an  effluent  drain  into  a watercourse. 

Undercliff  area: 

At  the  request  of  the  Niton  Parish  Council,  the  Rural  District 
Council  considered  the  possibility  of  providing  a sewerage  scheme 
for  the  Undercliff  area.  Upon  consideration  of  a report,  the 
Rural  District  Council  did  not  feel  that  the  sanitary  circum- 
stances of  the  area  would  justify’  the  expenditure  of  a scheme. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 


The  refuse  collection  service  continued  to  function  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  service  covers  the  whole  district. 

A weekly  collection  is  given  in  the  Parishes  of  Brading  and 
Bembridge,  and  a fortnightly  collection  in  all  other  parts  of 
the  district. 

Owing  to  increased  development  and  summer  season  peak 
demands,  it  has  become  obvious  that  some  extension  of  the  refuse 
collection  service  must  be  made.  Cleansing  staff  have  had  to 
work  a considerable  amount  of  overtime  and  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  obvious  that  some  extension  of  the  service  is 
necessary. 


No . of 
vehicles 

Total 

Mileage 

Disposal  of 

Refuse 

East  Wight 

One  full-time  in 
Bembridge  and 
Brading . 

One  spends  half 
time  in  East 

Wight,  half  time 
in  West  Wight. 

14,606 

1 -Tip  at  Yaverland 

2 -Tip  at  Church 

Lane , Brading . 

3 -Tip  at  Bleakdown, 
Godshill . 

BREAKDOWN  TIP 


This  tip  has  continued  to  operate  with  a full-time 
attendant  and  the  general  improvement  in  conditions  reported 
last  year  has  been  maintained. 
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LITTER  BASKETS 


Requests  for  the  provision  of  additional  litter  baskets 
still  increase  and  during  the  holiday  period  dealing  with 
litter  is  becoming  a serious  problem.  In  a spread-out  rural 
area  where  there  is  only  a fortnightly  refuse  collection  very 
considerable  difficulty  is  experienced  in  giving  the  necessary 
attention  to  litter  baskets. 

Emptying  of  litter  baskets  is  still  carried  out  by  local 
labour  who  are  paid  a small  remuneration  for  these  duties. 

With  such  a system , troubles  are  inevitable  as  the  office  has 
not  got  an  effective  control  of  labour.  The  time  is 
approaching  when  a more  comprehensive  scheme  will  have  to  be 
put  into  operation. 

DUMPING  QE  WASTE  AND  REFUSE 

There  has  been  a growing  habit  of  unauthorised  dumping  of 
waste  on  the  roadside,  under  hedges  and  in  woods.  The  material 
dumped  is  generally  builders'  waste,  trade  waste  and  miscellaneous 
refuse,  mostly  arising  from  adjacent  built-up  urban  areas. 

It  is  difficult  to  catch  anyone  doing  this  dumping  and 
although  on  a number  of  occasions  addresses  indicating  the 
origin  of  such  materials  have  been  sent  to  the  Police,  it  has 
not  been  possible  to  obtain  evidence  to  make  a prosecution. 

It  is  possible  for  Local  Authorities  to  accept  waste  other 
than  domestic  refuse  and  to  make  a charge  for  its  disposal. 

The  availability  of  this  service  should  be  well  known  and  one 
can  only  conclude  that  this  indiscriminate  dumx^ing  in  the  Rural 
area  is  an  attempt  to  evade  paying  the  reasonable  cost  of 
disposal . 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE 

East  Wight 

The  Council  do  not  own  a cesspool  emptier  but  hire  a 
machine  when  required  from  Ryde,  Sand own  or  Ventnor.  A routine 
service  is  not  in  operation  but  pits  are  emptied  upon  application: - 

1.  If  they  have  not  been  emptied  within  the  past  twelve 
months . 

2.  If  they  are  overflowing  or  are  likely  to  overflow  in 
the  near  future. 

As  we  li  ave  to  depend  on  hiring  from  neighbouring  authorities 
there  are  times  when  we  have  no  machine  available  for  urgent 
work.  Delays  are  therefore  unavoidable  and  although  they  are 
kept  to  a minimum,  there  have  been  occasions  when  pits  have 
been  awaiting  attention  for  several  weeks.  The  total  demands 
on  the  R.D.C.  are  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  purchase  of 
an  emptying  machine. 

No.  of  cesspools  emptied  (cost  borne  by  rate  charge)  ...  314. 

No.  of  cesspools  emptied  (applicant  bearing  cost)  ...  33* 


HOSTELS 
East  Night 


W.H.A.  Hostel,  Whitwell.  Mains  Water.  Drainage  to 
cesspool.  Public  refuse  collection. 
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HOUSING 


East  Wight . 

30  new  dwellings  were  erected  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  in  East  Wight. 

Slum  Clearance  (East  and  West  Wight). 

Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  23 

Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  4- 

Number  of  families  rehoused  from  these  unfit  houses  13 

Improvement  Grants. 

The  Rural  District  Council  continued  their  policy  of 
making  Improvement  Grants,  and  during  the  year  33  properties 
were  improved  under  this  scheme. 

Assisted  House  Purchase  and  Loans  to  carry  out  repairs  (East 

and  West  Wight). 

During  1962  loans  were  made  in  respect  of  the  purchase, 
construction,  repair,  improvement  or  alteration  of  81  properties. 
The  total  amount  paid  in  this  respect  was  £104-, 935* 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OE  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  I960 

Eight  caravan  licences  were  issued,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  these  applied  for  the  same  period 
for  which  planning  approval  was  held.  Negotiations,  mainly 
between  the  Planning  Authority  and  the  Site  Operators 
representative  continued  upon  the  granting  of  permanent 
planning  approval. 

The  new  Act  has  made  considerable  changes  in  the  control 
of  caravan  sites  and  much  time  has  been  spent  in  negotiation, 
but  one  is  forced  to  wonder  whether  any  more  effective  control 
than  that  of  Section  269  now  operates. 


SURFACE  water  flooding 

No  serious  cases  of  surface  water  flooding  have  occurred 
during  the  year.  The  Rural  District  Council  undertook  a 
small  scheme  to  improve  the  surface  water  drainage  in 
Allotment  Road,  Niton. 

REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  FOR  THE  SxlLE  OF  ICE  CREiAl 

No.  of  premises  registered  ...  134-  (East  and  West  Wight) 


WORK  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STaFF 


East  Wight 

Houses  inspected  ...  ... 

Houses  re-inspected  

Cowstables  and  dairies  ...  

Food  preparing  premises  

Meat  and  other  foods  inspection 

Drains  and  sewers  ...  

Water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Refuse  Collection  ...  

V anous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

New  buildings  and  alterations  

Total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  made 


4-2 

139 

3 

276 

151 

298 

4 

216 

385 

810 

2324- 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act, 
1937,  Parts  1 and  Vlll  administered  by  the  District  Council: 

East  Wight 

1.  INSPECTIONS  (Part  1 of  the  Act) 

For  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  -authorities 

36 

36 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

31 

25 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises) 

Total 

67 

61 

- 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three 
or  more  separate  occasions  they  are  reckoned  as  two,  three  or 
mere  "cases".) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 

Particulars  defects  were  found 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
Unsuitable  or  Defective 


Found  Remedied 


1 


1 


1 

2 


1 

2 


P^-RT  Vill  OF  THE  nCT  (Outwork-Sections  110  and  111) . 
Nil. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


The  amount  of  unsound  food  dealt  with  during  the  year 
was  as  follows 


Canned  Meat 
Tinned  Fruit 
Other  Goods 


165  lb. 
50  lb. 


♦ • • 


• • • 
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WEST  WIGHT 


WATER 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  24.0  inches,  and  the  average 
water  consumption  for  the  West  Wight  area  was  550 ,093  gallons 
per  day,  compared  with  an  average  consumption  for  the  previous 
year  of  526,700  gallons  per  day. 


45  samples  of  both  treated  and  raw  water  supplies  were 
examined,  of  which  89  per  cent  were  classified  as  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  new  main  extensions  were  provided  by  the 
Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board  at:- 


Location 


Diameter  Length  in  Yards 


Bedbury  Lane,  Freshwater  ... 
(to  improve  supplies  in  the 
Totland  area) 

Limerstone  

Ningwood  

(to  replace  old  mains  and 
improve  the  Cranmore  supply) 


6”  760. 

4"  1415. 

6"  892. 


In  addition,  supply  pressures  in  the  following  districts 
were  improved  by  mains  scraping: - 


Yarmouth  1900  yards  scraped. 

Norton  685  yards  scraped. 

Freshwater  1650  yards  scraped. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES . 

Public  conveniences  are  provided  at  Freshwater  Bay, 
Freshwater  (2),  Totland,  Totland  Bay,  Colwell  and  Alum  Bay 
(by  arrangement  with  the  Needles  Hotel).  All  conveniences  are 
well  maintained  by  a full-time  attendant. 


Wilful  damage  to  and  frequent  gross  misuse  of  these  public 
conveniences  by  a section  of  the  public  add  consjderably  to  the 
rate-borne  deficit  incurred  each  year  on  these  buildings. 

Public  conveniences  (chemical  disposal  type)  are  provided 
at  Compton  Bay  near  Freshwater.  These  are  maintained  by  a 
part-time  attendant. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE . 


Main  sewerage  systems  are  provided  at  Freshwater,  Totland, 
Colwell  Bay,  Yarmouth,  Shorwell,  Brighstone  and  Calbourne. 

Disposal  of  Sewage. 


Freshwater: 


u 


Totland: 

Yarmouth: 


18in.  diameter  sea  outfall  at  Norton 
extending  7°0  feet  out  from  shore. 

(Brambles  and  Monks  area)  - Sea  outfall 
at  Linstone  Chine,  formerly  ''Military" 
sewer,  now  taken  over  by  the  Council. 

12in.  diameter  sewer  sea  outfall. 

Sea  outfall  discharging  500  feet  from 
the  shore  near  end  of  Yarmouth  Pier. 


Yarmouth: 


6in.  diameter  sea  outfall  taking  the  drainage 
of  four  dwellings  at  top  of  the  High  Street. 


Shorwell : To  sewage  disposal  works  with  purification 

by  settlement  tanks  and  aeration  beds, 

Bouldnor  area:  Ditto. 

(Shalfleet  Parish) 


Brighstone : Ditto. 


Calbourne:  Ditto. 


Brook:  By  settlement  tank  (anaerobic  treatment) . 

(former  "Estate" 

sewer) 


Newtown:  To  sewage  disposal  works  with  purification 

(Old  Vicarage  by  settlement  tanks  and  aeration  beds. 
Estate) 


Small  Sewage  Purification  Plants. 

There  is  a small  sewage  purification  plant  in  Shalfleet 
Village  taking  the  drainage  of  some  twenty  Council  houses  and 
private  properties. 

Small  sevTage  purification  plants  are  provided  at  Porchfield, 
Thorley  and  Newbridge  housing  estates,  and  there  is  a snail 
purification  plant  at  Alum  Bay  dealing  with  the  drainage  of 
the  Public  Conveniences,  the  Needles  Hotel  and  tea  rooms. 

Tinstone  Chine  sewer  diversion. 


Work  is  in  progress  on  the  diversion  of  the  sewer  serving 
the  Golden  Hill,  Monks  and  Brambles  district  and  the  elimination 
of  discharge  of  foul  sewage  from  the  dilapidated  sea  outfall  at 
Linstone  Chine.  The  new  sewer  is  being  laid  through  Pratlands 
Copse  and  connecting  to  the  main  Freshwater  18"  diameter  sewer 
outfall  at  Norton. 

Totland  Bay  sewer  sea  outfall. 

Repairs  have  been  made  to  the  12"  diameter  sewer  sea  outfall 
at  Totland  Bay.  A section  of  the  sewer  has  been  renewed  about 

450  feet  to  50C  feet  off-shore  and  the  sewer  now  discharges  at 
the  original  point  which  is  about  1500  feet  off-shore. 

Relief  sewer  extension,  avenue  Road,  Freshwater , 

The  "storm  relief"  sewer  in  Station  Road,  Freshwater,  has 
been  extended  along  Avenue  Road  to  the  junction  of  Princes  Road, 
The  work  was  done  in  conjunction  with  the  laying  of  a surface 
water  sewer  by  the  County  Highways  Department  and  will  eliminate 
the  flooding  of  certain  shop  premises  in  the  centre  of  the 
village. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 


There  is  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  in  the  Parishes  of 
Freshwater,  Totland  and  Yarmouth,  and  a fortnightly  collection 
in  all  other  parishes  in  the  West  Wight.  Refuse  is  deposited 
by  controlled  tipping  on  the  land  reclamation  area  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  River  Yar  estuary  at  Yarmouth,  the  disused  clay  pit 
in  Copse  Lane,  Freshwater,  and  at  Churchill's  Quarry,  Shalfleet. 
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A new  refuse  tip  has  been  provided  in  the  disused  claypits 
between  Copse  Lane  and  Golden  Hill  Fort. 


No . of 
Vehicles 

Refuse 
Collected , 
Cubic  yds. 

No . of 
Vehicle 
Loads 

Total 

Mileage 

Disposal  of 
Refuse 

West 

Wight 

One  18  cub . 
yd.  used  for 
Freshwater , 
Totland, 
and  Yarmouth. 
One  12  cub. 
yd.  shared 
with  East 
Wight . 

26,000 
plus  500 
(haulage 
by  private 
contractor) 
6,000 

(West  Wight) 

1,400 

10,609 

Yarmouth  Land 
Reclamation 

Area;  disused 
clay  pit, 

Copse  Lane, 
Freshwater, 
and  Churchill ' s 
Quarry  Shalfleet 

CESSPIT  EMPTYING  SERVICE. 

Premises  are  served  by  a cesspit  emptying  lorry  on  hire 
from  Ryde  Borough  and  Ventnor  U.D.C. 

Total  number  of  cesspits  or  septic  tanks  cleansed:  192. 

HOSTELS . 

West  Wight 

Weston  Manor  Hostel,  Totland.  Mains  water  supply. 

Main  drainage.  Weekly  collection  of  refuse. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  QE  DEVELOPMENT  ACT.  I960. 

Eight  caravan  licences  were  issued  and  with  two  exceptions, 
where  additional  time  is  required  to  comply  with  the  Council’s 
requirements,  a good  standard  of  "holiday  caravan"  conditions 
obtain. 

HOUSING . 


Twenty-one  new  dwellings  were  erected  by  the  Council  during 
the  year  in  West  Wright. 

Private  houses  erected  in  East  and  West  Wight  - 102. 

Number  of  plans  deposited  and  reported  upon  to  the  Council, 
East  and  West  Wight  - 677  • 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

See  East  Wight  Report. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS . 


During  the  year  21  properties  in  the  West  Wight  were 
improved  under  the  Improvement  Grant  Scheme. 

ASSISTED  HOUSE  PURCHASE  xiND  LOANS  TO  CARRY  OUT  REPAIRS. 


See  East  Wight  report. 
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COAST  PROTECTION  ACT. 


further  cliff  falls  have  occurred  along  the  coast  line  from 
Totland  Bay  to  The  Warren  but  of  a much  smaller  extent  than 
during  the  previous  year.  The  Council  is  considering  the  report 
and  estimated  cost  of  Coast  Protection  Works  prepared  by  their 
Consulting  Engineers.  Improvements  have  been  made  to  the 
road  surface  water  drainage  and  the  foul  water  sewer  in  Upper 
Cliff  Road  to  reduce  percolation  which  may  reach  the  cliff  face. 

WORK  OP  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


West  Wight. 


Houses  inspected  

Houses  re-inspected  

Cowstables  and  dairies  

Food  preparing  premises  

Meat  and  other  foods  inspection 

Brains  and  sewers  

Water  supplies  

Refuse  collection  ... 

Various  

Hew  buildings  and  alterations 
Total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  made 


52 

104. 

6 

160 

150 

408 

30 

350 

395 

775 

2430 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1937 

Particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act, 

1937 » Parts  1 and  Vlll  administered  by  the  District  Council. 

We.st  Wight 

1.  INSPECTIONS  (Part  1 of  the  Act). 

For  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspect- 
ions made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 , 2 , 3 *4-  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

63 

15 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

25 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authc  ri ty  ( exc luding 
out-wrorkers 1 premises) 

Total 

88 

16 

3 

- 
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2.  GASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND . 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three 
or  more  separate  occasions  they  are  reckoned  as  two,  three 
or  more  "cases" . ) 


Particulars 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 


Found 


Remedied 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l  ) ...  3 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(£>•6)  ...  •••  ...  — 

Sanitary  conveniences  unsuitable 
or  defective  (S.7)  2 

Total  5 


3 


1 

4 


P-tiRT  Vlll  OF  THE  ACT  (Outwork  - Sections  110  and  111). 

Number  of  out-workers  - 30. 

INSPECTION  ^ND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  unsound  food 
dealt  with  during  the  year:- 

Tinned  Meat  108  lb. 

Imported  Meat 10-J  lb. 

Clotted  Cream ...  6 lb. 

Other  Goods  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (MILK  AHU  DAIRIES)  ACTS,  1944. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  from  herds  whose 
milk  is  retailed  raw  without  heat  treatment.  These  samples 
were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Portsmouth,  for 
the  presence  of  live  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  T.B.  during  the  year 

1962  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17O 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  positive  ...  ... 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus  was 
isolated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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